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Payrow plaza is located between Bethlehem City Hall historic edge and the public library. Payrow plaza was named in the honor of H. Gordon Payrow who was a former prime minister. Councilman Gordon Mowrer was the one who proposed the renaming of the city center plaza. Formally it was known as Bethlehem City Hall Plaza. The rebuilding of the city center faced many challenges. For example, when the referendum for redevelopment happened, the citizens did reject the referendum. The issue about the legality for authority in redevelopment of the city went up to the high court in Pennsylvania. When they were renaming the city plaza to Payrow plaza they did not make the matter public as it was a very sensitive issue. This was because its rejection could have brought embarrassment to the family of Payrow. If renaming was to be accepted those council members who were rejecting it would have been in a political liability.
The master planer for the city was Democratic Mayor Earl J. Schaffer. In his plan he had nine major redevelopments that needed to be done. Some of them included the deficiency in the housing of Bethlehem's government and then in the City Market building at E. Third and Adams streets. He was succeeded by Payrow who was later succeeded by Mowrer. All of them worked towards the plan of having a new city.
Some of the activities that happened in the city or the services that were being offered in the city are as follows. General government support, local government and general government administration. Hospital and health care services and also consultations in human resource services. Legislature and the executive offices are also found at the city plaza. Technical and scientific consultation together with the managerial services are also offered here. 
Different activities have been happening at the Payrow plaza. Some of these include the Christmas city tree lighting ceremony which is done while preparing for Christmas. The national prayer day in prayers for the country was also to be done at the Payrow plaza. The honoring of health care workers was done at city hall Paywrow plaza this year. They were honored by the Bethlehem chamber. The years trellis was dedicated to the health care workers at the local area. This was because of their continuous efforts in keeping the community safe from Covid 19 pandemic. 
There also has been transformation at payrow plaza where the area near the library was transformed to a playground for kids. This was done by the Bethlehem Health Beureau. The playing grown has been named as Play-row Plaza. The transformation of the city plaze would promote fitness. The play ground had areal where not only kids but also adults could enjoy. There is an area where one can do lunges, jumping jacks, squats and other fitness exercises are the stations are in place. The grounds complemented "Story Walk," and the city's bike share program an interactive trail around the library.  This promoted the quality of life in the city of Bethlehem.
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